Reactions were performed in oven-dried glassware under a nitrogen atmosphere containing a Teflon-coated stirrer bar and dry septum, unless otherwise specified.
2 and then 3 min at this temperature. Column chromatography was performed using a Combi Flash Companion-Chromatography-System (Isco-Systems) and RediSep packed columns (12 g). NMR spectra were obtained on Bruker AMX 600 or 400 systems using CDCl 3 , methanol-d 4 or D 2 O as solvent, with proton and carbon resonances at 600/400 and 151/100 MHz, respectively. Mass spectral data were acquired on a GC-MS Saturn 2100 T (Varian).
General procedure for the synthesis of the potassium carboxylates
A 250 mL, two-necked, round-bottomed flask was charged with the carboxylic acid (20.0 mmol) and ethanol (20 mL). To this, a solution of potassium tert-butoxide (2.24 g, 20 mmol) in ethanol (20 mL) was added dropwise over 2 h. After complete addition, the reaction mixture was stirred for a further 1 h at room temperature. The gradual formation of a white precipitate was observed. The resulting solid was collected by filtration through a 7-cm Büchner funnel, washed sequentially with ethanol (2× 10 mL) and cold (0 °C) diethyl ether (10 mL), transferred to a roundbottomed flask, and dried at 2 × 10 −3 mmHg to provide the corresponding potassium carboxylates 1a-i in 70-98% yield. . . : 410074-36-1] was synthesised from potassium 2-nitrobenzoate (1a) (307 mg, 1.50 mmol) and n-butyl acrylate (2f) (128 mg, 1.00 mmol). Purification by column chromatography (SiO 2 , hexane / ethyl acetate 7:3) gave 5af as a brown oil (211 mg, 85%). ; mp 125-126 °C.
Potassium 2-nitrobenzoate (1a)
:
2-Nitrocinnamic acid tert-butylester (5ac)
[
2-Nitrocinnamic acid n-butyl ester (5af)
3-Methyl-2-nitrostilbene (6ba) was synthesised from potassium 3-methyl-2-nitrobenzoate (1b) (329 mg, 1.50 mmol) and styrene (2a) (104 mg, 1.00 mmol).
Purification by column chromatography (SiO 2 , hexane / ethyl acetate 4:1) gave 6ba as a yellow oil (96 mg, 40%). 
